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A A LessonLesson in in thethe TrafficTraffic LawsLaws ofof
NewNew YorkYork StateState

1.1. DriverDriver’s Licenses’s Licenses
2.2. RoadRoad SignsSigns andand TrafficTraffic LightsLights
3.3. SpeedSpeed LimitLimit
4.4. CarCar lightslights
5.5. TintedTinted WindowsWindows
6.6. SeatSeat BeltsBelts
7.7. CellCell PhonePhone UseUse
8.8. AccidentsAccidents
9.9. DrivingDriving underunder thethe InfluenceInfluence ofof Alcohol Alcohol 
10.10. FinesFines



DO NOT DRIVE DO NOT DRIVE 
WITHOUT A DRIVER’S WITHOUT A DRIVER’S 
LICENSELICENSE

In order to drive in New York State, you are In order to drive in New York State, you are 
required to have an official driver’s license required to have an official driver’s license 
of the State of New Yorkof the State of New York, , ofof anotheranother statestate, , 
oror ofof CanadaCanada..

ToTo obtainobtain a a licenselicense, , youyou mustmust be be atat leastleast 16 16 
yearsyears ofof ageage..



ROAD SIGNS AND ROAD SIGNS AND 
TRAFFIC LIGHTSTRAFFIC LIGHTS

YouYou mustmust obeyobey allall roadroad
signssigns andand traffictraffic lightslights. . 
WhereWhere therethere isis a stop a stop signsign, , 
youyou mustmust come come toto a a 
complete stop complete stop beforebefore
continuingcontinuing. . 
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SpeedSpeed LimitLimit

ItIt isis necessarynecessary thatthat youyou obeyobey thethe
speedspeed limitlimit atat allall times.times.

TheThe mostmost commoncommon reasonreason forfor whichwhich
individualsindividuals are are stoppedstopped by by thethe policepolice isis
forfor exceedingexceeding thethe speedspeed limitlimit..
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Car Lights Car Lights 
Be Be suresure thatthat allall lightslights onon youryour carcar
are are functioningfunctioning, , includingincluding youryour turnturn
signalssignals andand headlightsheadlights. . 

YourYour lightslights mustmust be be onon atat night, night, 
whenwhen itit isis rainingraining, , oror whenwhen itit isis
foggyfoggy..

HavingHaving youryour lightslights onon duringduring thethe
dayday makesmakes youryour vehiclevehicle more more easilyeasily
visible visible toto othersothers, , andand reduces reduces thethe
riskrisk ofof anan accidentaccident..

Therefore, your lights should be on Therefore, your lights should be on 
at all times.at all times.
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Tinted Tinted 
WindowsWindows

The driver’s side window may never be The driver’s side window may never be 
tinted. tinted. 

In a car, only the rear window may be In a car, only the rear window may be 
tinted if there are rearview mirrors on tinted if there are rearview mirrors on 
either side of the car. No other windows either side of the car. No other windows 
may be tinted. may be tinted. 

In a light (pickup) truck, van, or SUV, In a light (pickup) truck, van, or SUV, 
the windows behind the driver may be the windows behind the driver may be 
tinted, including the rear window. tinted, including the rear window. 



SEAT BELTSSEAT BELTS

New York State law requires New York State law requires 
that all persons seated in the that all persons seated in the 
front wear their seat belts. front wear their seat belts. 

If you or the front seat If you or the front seat 
passenger do not wear a passenger do not wear a 
seat belt, both the driver and seat belt, both the driver and 
passenger can be fined up to passenger can be fined up to 
$100, and you may receive $100, and you may receive 
up to 3 points on your up to 3 points on your 
license record.license record.



All passengers under 16 years All passengers under 16 years 
of age must wear a seat belt.of age must wear a seat belt.

Children under 4 years must be Children under 4 years must be 
seated in a certified car seat.seated in a certified car seat.

Children between the ages of 4 Children between the ages of 4 
and 6, or those that are under and 6, or those that are under 
4 years of age but weigh more 4 years of age but weigh more 
than 40 lbs., must be seated in than 40 lbs., must be seated in 
a booster seat.a booster seat.

The car seat must be properly The car seat must be properly 
secured with a seat belt.secured with a seat belt.



Carefully read all instructions for use of the car seat Carefully read all instructions for use of the car seat 
or request help to ensure correct and effective use or request help to ensure correct and effective use 

of the child safety seat.of the child safety seat.

In In thethe eventevent ofof anan accidentaccident, , 
airbagsairbags are are dangerousdangerous andand may may 
be fatal be fatal toto childrenchildren seatedseated in in thethe
frontfront..

Do not allow small children to
sit in the front of a vehicle
with air bags. 



CellCell PhonePhone UseUse

IfIf youyou are are drivingdriving, , thethe lawlaw
prohibitsprohibits thethe use use ofof cellcell
phonesphones thatthat requirerequire thethe
use use ofof youryour handshands..

UsingUsing a a cellcell phonephone whilewhile
drivingdriving isis dangerousdangerous andand
may may resultresult in a ticket in a ticket oror anan
accidentaccident..



HoweverHowever, in case , in case ofof anan accidentaccident oror
otherother emergencyemergency youyou can can andand

shouldshould use use youryour cellcell phonephone toto callcall
911, 911, thethe firefire departmentdepartment, , oror thethe

policepolice. . 



AlsoAlso, , youyou may use a may use a cellcell phonephone
thatthat has a “hands free” has a “hands free” 

headset. That is, a phone that headset. That is, a phone that 
does not require the use of does not require the use of 

your hands.your hands.



TrafficTraffic AccidentsAccidents

1. 1. IfIf youyou havehave anan accidentaccident, , youyou mustmust stop stop andand exchangeexchange
informationinformation withwith thethe personperson withwith whomwhom youyou hadhad thethe
accidentaccident.. 2. If the accident causes damage to

your vehicle, you should give and
collect the following information:
A. License number
B. Insurance information
C. Vehicle registration
D. Telephone numbers of those
drivers involved in the accident

* You must exchange your information even if you are not
responsible for the accident.



DrivingDriving UnderUnder thethe InfluenceInfluence

Don’t Drink and 
Drive.



B.A.C.B.A.C.
What is BAC?What is BAC?

The content of alcohol in your bloodThe content of alcohol in your blood

What affects your BAC?What affects your BAC?
How much alcohol you drinkHow much alcohol you drink
How much time passes between drinksHow much time passes between drinks
Your weightYour weight
If you are male or femaleIf you are male or female

* Your BAC does not depend on what type of * Your BAC does not depend on what type of 
alcoholic beverage you consume, your physical alcoholic beverage you consume, your physical 
condition, nor your condition, nor your ““tolerancetolerance”” for alcohol. for alcohol. 
Different drinks do not affect you in different Different drinks do not affect you in different 
ways.  Alcohol is alcohol.ways.  Alcohol is alcohol.



ONE ONE AlcoholicAlcoholic BeverageBeverage isis
EqualEqual toto::



PersonPerson NumberNumber ofof DrinksDrinks Time     BACTime     BAC
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ManMan, 95 kilos, 95 kilos 5 5 beersbeers 1 1 hourhour 0.080.08

ManMan, 68 kilos, 68 kilos 5 5 beersbeers 1 1 hourhour 0.110.11

WomanWoman, 68 kilos, 68 kilos 5 5 beersbeers 1 1 hourhour 0.140.14

The level of alcohol in the bloodstream
(BAC) differs between persons, according

to their weight and gender:



TIMETIME
TheThe amountamount ofof alcohol in alcohol in youryour

bloodstreambloodstream isis dependentdependent uponupon thethe
amountamount ofof time time thatthat has has passedpassed sincesince

thethe lastlast alcoholicalcoholic beveragebeverage youyou
consumedconsumed. . OnlyOnly time can time can lowerlower youryour

BAC.BAC.
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ConsiderConsider::

PersonPerson NNumber of Drinksumber of Drinks Time      BACTime      BAC
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Man, 68 kilos                     5                             Man, 68 kilos                     5                             1 1 hour           hour           0.110.11
Man, 68 kilos                     5                             Man, 68 kilos                     5                             4 4 hourshours 0.080.08

Woman, 68 kilos                5                                Woman, 68 kilos                5                                11 hour          hour          0.140.14
Woman, 68 kilos                5                                Woman, 68 kilos                5                                66 hours         hours         0.080.08

If you drink the same number of drinks in less time, your
BAC will be higher.



DWI: DWI: DrivingDriving WhileWhile
IntoxicatedIntoxicated

BAC of 0.08 or moreBAC of 0.08 or more

Consequences:Consequences:

1.  Fine of $500.001.  Fine of $500.00--$1000.00 (more if you are a $1000.00 (more if you are a 
repeated offenderrepeated offender))

2.  Suspension of your license for up to 6 months2.  Suspension of your license for up to 6 months

3.  Incarceration for up to 1 year, or more if you kill or 3.  Incarceration for up to 1 year, or more if you kill or 
seriously injure another person, or if you are a seriously injure another person, or if you are a 
repeated offenderrepeated offender

4.  Deportation (if you are undocumented)4.  Deportation (if you are undocumented)



DWAI: DWAI: DrivingDriving WhileWhile
AbilityAbility ImpairedImpaired

BAC BAC ofof 0.05 0.05 toto 0.0790.079
May Result in:May Result in:
–– ForFor firstfirst--time time offendersoffenders, a fine , a fine ofof $300$300--

$500.00$500.00
–– SuspensionSuspension ofof driverdriver’s license for up to 90 ’s license for up to 90 

daysdays
–– IncarcerationIncarceration forfor up up toto 15 15 daysdays
–– DeportationDeportation ((ifif youyou are are undocumentedundocumented))



ItIt isis importantimportant toto note note thatthat thethe affectsaffects
ofof alcohol alcohol onon youryour drivingdriving abilityability

actuallyactually beginbegin beforebefore youryour BAC BAC reachesreaches
0.05 (0.05 (thethe levellevel ofof DWAI) DWAI) 
-- afterafter onlyonly oneone drinkdrink..



ZeroZero ToleranceTolerance

RememberRemember: : 
ItIt isis illegalillegal toto drinkdrink ifif youyou are a are a minorminor

((underunder 21). 21). ThereforeTherefore, , ifif youyou are a are a 
minorminor andand havehave a BAC a BAC ofof overover 0.00, 0.00, itit
isis alsoalso illegalillegal, , andand youyou can be can be arrestedarrested..



DrinkDrink ResponsiblyResponsibly::

IfIf youyou are are goinggoing toto drinkdrink, don’t drive. Have a , don’t drive. Have a 
“designated driver” “designated driver” –– someone who is not going to someone who is not going to 
consume alcohol consume alcohol –– and give them your keys. and give them your keys. 

EatEat foodfood beforebefore andand whilewhile youyou drinkdrink –– it will slow it will slow 
(but not prevent) the absorption of alcohol into (but not prevent) the absorption of alcohol into 
your bloodstream.your bloodstream.

DrinkDrink in in moderationmoderation, , andand spacespace out out youryour alcoholicalcoholic
drinksdrinks. . 



ItIt isis a simple a simple factfact: : thethe more more youyou drinkdrink in a in a givengiven
periodperiod ofof time, time, thethe higherhigher youryour BAC BAC willwill be, be, 

andand thethe lessless safesafe youryour abilityability toto drive.drive.

RememberRemember, , forfor youryour ownown wellwell--
beingbeing andand forfor thatthat ofof youryour familyfamily::

IfIf youyou drinkdrink, don’t drive., don’t drive.

IfIf youyou drive, don’t drink.drive, don’t drink.



SummarySummary::
DrivingDriving withwith CautionCaution

Do Do notnot drive drive withoutwithout a a licenselicense..

ObeyObey allall roadroad signssigns andand traffictraffic lightslights. . 

PayPay attentionattention toto thethe speedspeed limitlimit..

Be Be suresure thatthat allall partsparts ofof thethe vehiclevehicle are in are in 
compliancecompliance withwith thethe lawlaw, , includingincluding thethe
lightslights andand windowswindows. . 



BuckleBuckle youryour seatseat beltbelt, , andand be be suresure thatthat allall passengerspassengers in in 
youryour vehiclevehicle havehave theirtheir seatseat beltsbelts fastenedfastened as as wellwell. . 

SmallSmall childrenchildren andand babiesbabies shouldshould traveltravel in in specialspecial carcar
safetysafety seatsseats..

AvoidAvoid distractionsdistractions, , andand don’t use your cell phone while don’t use your cell phone while 
driving.driving.

FinallyFinally, , rememberremember::
If you drive, donIf you drive, don’’t drink! If you drink, dont drink! If you drink, don’’t drive. t drive. 
It is not worth the risk.It is not worth the risk.



Attention!Attention!

ThisThis presentationpresentation doesdoes notnot includeinclude allall traffictraffic lawslaws thatthat
youryour are are expectedexpected toto obeyobey. . 

YouYou mustmust obeyobey allall traffictraffic lawslaws ofof thethe StateState ofof NewNew
YorkYork, , eveneven ifif notnot mentionedmentioned herehere. . 

ToTo seesee a more complete a more complete listlist, , youyou can can visitvisit thethe
DepartmentDepartment ofof Motor Motor VehiclesVehicles webweb sitesite, , oror readread thethe
driverdriver’s manual, which is available both in English ’s manual, which is available both in English 

and in Spanish. and in Spanish. 

InformationInformation in in EnglishEnglish::

httphttp://://www.nydmv.state.ny.uswww.nydmv.state.ny.us//
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