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Workshop Topics

• Where Does Our Data Come From?
• Accessing Census Data on the Web
• Interpreting Demographic Change
• Planning for the 2010 Census



What do we need data for?

• Establish baseline measures (e.g., what is the poverty rate in 
our community?)

• Compare to other communities, organizations, etc. (e.g., how 
does our current poverty rate compare to surrounding 
communities in our area?  To the state average?

• Establish goal for future (e.g., in 10-20 years we would like our 
poverty rate to decline by x%).

• Measure change over time and evaluate progress towards goal

• Other purposes?



Where Does Data 
Come From?



Census Data
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Why Do We Take a Census?

• Congressional Reapportionment
• State and Local Redistricting
• State and Federal Funds Allocation
• Planning
• Research



How Do We Take the 
Census? 

• Concerned with capturing the housing unit – not 
the people

• Compile a  Master Address File (MAF)
– 120 million addresses

• Updated with:
– UPSP Delivery Sequence File
– Pre-Census Field Address Listing
– Local Address Review - LUCA

• Every address will be accounted for

Through Address Based Enumeration



Enumeration and Follow-up

• Enumeration methods
– Mailout-Mailback
– Update leave
– List enumerate

• NRFU (Non-Response Follow-Up)
• Under(over)-enumeration
• Local Address Review



Geography

• Governmental/Political Units
– U.S.
– States
– Counties
– Towns
– Cities
– Villages
– Indian Reservations
– Split areas



Geography

• Administrative Units
– Congressional Districts
– State Legislative Districts
– School Districts
– Zip Codes
– Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZ)



Geography

• Statistical Units
– Census Tracts
– Block Groups
– Blocks
– Metropolitan Areas
– Urban/Rural



What Data is Collected?

• Short Form vs. Long Form
– 100% Questions 

• 6 Population items
• 1 Housing item

– Sample Questions (Approx. 1 in 6 sample)
• Detailed Socio-economic characteristics of 

population
• Detailed Physical and Financial characteristics of 

housing



Summary Data Profiles

• DP1 - General Demographic 
Characteristics

• DP2 - Social Characteristics
• DP3 - Economic Characteristics
• DP4 - Housing Characteristics



American Community Survey  
The New Census!

• Replacement for the 2010 Long Form
• Large monthly sample
• Generate annual estimates for small areas
• Full coverage began in 2005
• Issues of data comparability and statistical 

error



Access to Data – the NY State 
Data Center Program

• Data Dissemination
• Technical Assistance
• Research and analysis

Through:
Local Data Center Affiliates















Make Your Selections



Demographic Profiles - 3

Population Quick Tables – 23

Housing Quick Tables – 23



Population Tables – 433

Housing Tables – 307



Demographic Trends
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JOKE- How to know if you are cut out to be a demographer?Closet in the dark, count to 100 slowly How do you know if you are cut out to be a municipal clerkHop on one foot in a busy intersection, count backwards by 3 from 500 and do it QUICKLY



INTERPRETING DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE:

• Current data is the first step, but it doesn’t provide much 
context, particularly for decision-making and planning.

• Need comparison points, such as adjacent counties, 
averages for the state, U.S., region, etc.

• Need trend data, past – present – future.
• What has the trend been?
• What is the trend projected to be?
• How do these trends compare to adjacent counties (or 

towns)?
• What does this mean? What are some of the implications 

that come to mind?
• Let’s continue to use Tioga County as an example…….



For example, let’s look at 
population change, 1990-2030

Total population of Tioga and surrounding counties: 1990 and 2000 
+ projections
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• Tioga County is 
projected to lose 
over 10,000 
people in the next 
20 years.

• What might 
some of the 
consequences be?

• How does that 
compare to the 
surrounding 
counties?  Is 
Tioga similar or 
different?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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But total population only tells part of 
the story…….look at composition.

% of age groups for Tioga County, 2000

27%

7%
29%

24%

13%

Under 18 years
18 to 24 years
25 to 44 years
45 to 64 years
65 years and over

What might changes in this 
composition mean for Tioga County?



Total population only tells part of the 
story…….
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When we look at 
the projections for 
the population 
under 5 years of 
age, what are some 
of the implications 
that come to mind?



%  vs.  #
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• By examining 
population age 
composition using 
percentages, it is 
now easier to 
compare Tioga’s 
data to other 
counties that may 
have much bigger 
or smaller 
populations. 

• What issues 
might Tioga 
County face in 
the next 20 years 
if these 
projections are 
true?• Lowest % of 
under 5 year olds 
in “region”



And another slice of the 
population…….

•The number of 
people age 25-44 
years are projected to 
decline from about 
15,000 in the year 
2000 to 9,700 in the 
year 2030.

• People in their 
prime child-rearing 
years

• Labor force issues?

• Implications?
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• While # declines, 
the % is projected to 
remain almost the 
same 2010-2030.



And another…..
• Tioga’s population 
age 45-64 is projected 
to increase from 
12,400 in 2000 to 
14,800 in 2010, but 
decline to 10,200 by 
2030 (from 30% to 
just under 25%).

• What are some of 
the implications?

• People in their 
prime earnings years.
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• Impacts on housing 
markets?
• May include some 
early retirees & 
empty nesters.



And yet another……
• Tioga’s population 
65+ is projected to 
increase from 5,700 
in 2000 to 9,500 in 
2030.

• What are some of 
the implications?

• Demand for health 
care and other social 
services?

• Potential cadre of 
community 
volunteers?
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• This represents an 
increase from 13% to 
23% of total 
population.



And lastly…
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• Tioga’s population 
75+ is projected to 
increase from 2,963 
in 2000 to 4,300 in 
2030.

• This represents an 
increase from 5.7% 
to 10.5% of total 
population.

• What are some of 
the implications? 
Different from 
previous chart?



• How to interpret the data once you find it

1.  Is the trend on a given indicator increasing or 
decreasing?
2.  Is the increase large or small?
3.  How “serious” is the issue; how high is the “bar”           

on the graph in relation to the “scale”?
4.  Is the “gap” between similar (or adjacent) counties (or 

other geographic units) increasing or decreasing?
5. What might be some of the causes/implications of these 

changes?

Similar to the exercise that we have just gone through 
with population data.



Common areas in Community 
Development to focus on for tracking 

demographic change

• Basic Population Characteristics
– Total Population
– Diversity (race/ethnic composition, foreign/native 

born, etc)
– Potential Workforce (age composition, educational 

characteristics, etc)
– Needs of Aged (% and # age 65+, % disabled, % elderly 

poverty, # in nursing homes, etc)



Workforce and the Service Sector:

% of Workforce Composed of Women
% Employed as Professionals and Managers % Self-
Employed
% Employed in Retail and Wholesale Trade
% Employed in Health Care
% Employed in Education
% Employed in Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
% Employed in Public Administration



Workforce and the Manufacturing Sector:

• % Employed in Manufacturing
• Number of Manufacturing Firms with 100+ 

Employees
• Number of Manufacturing Firms with 20-99 

Employees
• Number of Manufacturing Firms with 1-19 

Employees
• Average Numbers of Employees per Manufacturing 

Firm



Workforce and the Agricultural Sector:

• Percent Employed Extractive Industry
• Number of Farms
• Number of Acres Harvested
• Acres/Farm (Farm Size)
• Sales in Adjusted Total Market Value in 1000s of 

1997 dollars
• Sales in $ Per Farm
• Sales $/Acre*1000



Socioeconomic Status (SES):

• Percent 25+ With Some College
• % without high school diploma
• Average Adjusted PC Income
• Families in Affluence
• % Homeowners vs. Renters
• Average Value of homes
• Crowded Housing
• Families in Poverty
• Children in Poverty



Family Structure & Issues:

• Percent Married Couples with Children under 18 
Years of Age

• Percent Female-Headed Households with Children 
under 18 Years of Age

• Percent Disrupted Marriages
• Percent Births to Single Mothers
• Births to Teens 10-14 Years Old
• Births to Teens 15-17 Years Old



Health & Well-Being:

• Numbers of M.Ds. Per Capita
• Numbers of Nurses per Capita
• Ratio of Nurses to M.Ds.
• Non-Professional Health-Care Workers
• Infant Mortality
• Heart Disease Mortality (and stats for other 

diseases)



Public Sector Indicators:

• Percent Voting in Presidential Elections

• Index of Political Competition between Political Parties in 
Presidential Elections

• Per Capita Expenditures by County Governments

• Planning Boards in Towns

• Average Number of Land-Use Planning Ordinances

• Master (Comprehensive) Plans in Towns



Plans for Census 2010



2010 
Decennial 

Census

American 
Communit
y SurveyPopulation 

Estimates



Implications of Inaction

• Congressional Representation
– Lost 2 seats after the 2000 Census
– Lose 2 more seats (CB 2010 Projections)

• State Redistricting
– redistribution of population

• Nearly $200 Billion in Federal Funds 
Allocation



Census 2000 LUCA Participation
(Local Update of Census Master Address File)

• LUCA ’98 (City-style Address Areas)
– 709 Eligible areas – 36.5% Did Something!

• LUCA ’99 (Non-CS Address Areas)
– 993 Eligible areas – 18.4% Did Something!

• New York City 
– 1.35 million corrections
– 439,000 additions (369,000 accepted)

• Missed Saving 2nd Seat by 50,000

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Local Update of Census Addresses program, also known as LUCA, is a decennial census geographic partnership program that will allow the Census Bureau to benefit from local knowledge in developing its Master Address File (MAF) for the 2010 Census. Tribal, state, and local governments can contribute to a more complete and accurate census for their community by reviewing and commenting on the list of housing unit and group quarters addresses that the Census Bureau will use to deliver questionnaires within their community. 



Why Such Low Participation

• Lack of Awareness

• Lack of Understanding the Importance

• Lack of Data

• Lack of Resources



Identifying Units Isn’t So Easy!



2010 Census Plan/Objectives

• Address List Development
– Can we construct a NY Master Address File
– Identify state/local sources of address-

based data
• USPS, Real Property Records, E-911, drivers 

licenses

– Improve local collection and reporting of 
housing activity



2010 Census Plan/Objectives

• Local Government Training
– Understand importance of participation and 

early start
– Provide assistance in gathering data
– Provide training on Census LUCA Program
– See the Rural NY Minute publication in your 

packets! (“The Census Counts…& How!”)



2010 Census Plan/Objectives

• Maintain master inventory of group quarters 
facilities
– Prisons, nursing homes, college dormitories, 

etc.
– Physical location, capacity, and residents



2010 Census Plan/Objectives

• Improve Census population estimates
– Alternative methodologies
– Improve building permit collection and 

reporting
– Assist with local challenge procedures



Success Requires Your Help

• Make sure local officials are aware of 
Census programs

• Educate Board of Supervisors
• Watch for Census mailing
• Contact us:



For more information on the 
Census 2010, the ACS, building 
permit data, and challenging the 

census, contact:
Warren Brown

Cornell University
wab4@cornell.edu

(607) 255-8399

Bob Scardamalia
NYS Dept. of Economic Development

rscardamalia@empire.state.ny.us
(518) 292-5309

mailto:wab4@cornell.edu
mailto:rscardamalia@empire.state.ny.us


Thank you!
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