
Protecting 
Agricultural Lands 

in the Finger Lakes III 
 

Tools and options  
for landowners and communities  

Yates C
ounty O

ffice Building 
417 Liberty Street 
Penn Yan, N

ew
 York 14527 

C
ornell C

ooperative Extension of Yates C
ounty 

Protecting A
gricultural Lands in the Finger Lakes 

 
Tools and options for landow

ners and com
m

unities 
 

M
onday, D

ecem
ber 7, 2009, 1:00 pm

—
4:00 p.m

. 
 

N
YS A

g Experim
ent Station, Cornell U

niversity, Jordan H
all, G

eneva 
 

December 7, 2009 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Jordan Hall 
NYS Ag Experiment Station  

630 West North Street 
Geneva, NY 

Sponsored by: 
Finger Lakes Sustainable Farming Center, 

Cornell Cooperative Extensions of Ontario, 
Seneca and Yates County 



Pr
e-

R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
is

 R
eq

ui
re

d.
  C

os
t i

s 
$1

0 
pe

r p
er

so
n 

pa
ya

bl
e 

to
 C

C
E 

Ya
te

s.
  S

pa
ce

 is
 li

m
ite

d 
an

d 
on

 a
 fi

rs
t-c

om
e,

 fi
rs

t-s
er

ve
d 

ba
si

s.
   

 R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
D

ea
dl

in
e 

is
 W

ed
ne

sd
ay

, D
ec

em
be

r 2
, 2

00
9.

   
 

Pl
ea

se
 m

ai
l t

hi
s 

re
gi

st
ra

tio
n 

fo
rm

 w
ith

 p
ay

m
en

t t
o:

  C
C

E—
Ya

te
s 

C
ou

nt
y,

 4
17

 L
ib

er
ty

 S
tr

ee
t, 

Pe
nn

 
Ya

n,
 N

Y 
14

52
7.

   
C

al
l 3

15
-5

36
-5

12
3 

fo
r m

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

 
    N

am
e:

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
 H

ow
 M

an
y 

A
tte

nd
in

g?
 _

__
__

 A
m

ou
nt

 E
nc

lo
se

d 
$_

__
__

__
 

 A
dd

re
ss

: _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
 Ph

on
e:

 _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 E

m
ai

l: 
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

 
"C

or
ne

ll 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 C
oo

pe
ra

tiv
e 

Ex
te

ns
io

n 
pr

ov
id

es
 e

qu
al

 p
ro

gr
am

 a
nd

 e
m

pl
oy

m
en

t o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s.
" 

"C
C

E 
do

es
 n

ot
 e

nd
or

se
 o

r r
ec

om
m

en
d 

an
y 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

pr
od

uc
t o

r s
er

vi
ce

.  
Th

is
 p

ro
gr

am
 is

 s
ol

el
y 

in
te

nd
ed

 to
 e

du
ca

te
 c

on
su

m
er

s 
ab

ou
t t

he
ir

 c
ho

ic
es

." 

There are few places on earth as 
attractive, agriculturally productive and diverse 
as the glacially carved Finger Lakes region.  The    
combination of productive soils and moderating 
climate along the lakes creates outstanding   
growing conditions. 
 

Increasing demand for land by 
developers and individuals has led to high 
agricultural land values and pressure to sell, 
edging the Finger Lakes region closer to 
“suburbanization”. For example, much of the 
land along the lakes is prime lake-view property 
and highly desirable for home building.  Yet, 
land on the slopes surrounding the Finger Lakes 
is uniquely and ideally suited for grape 
production.  Competition for the limited amount 
of land suitable for grape production and lake-
view development represents a challenge to the 
long-term viability of the wine industry in the 
Finger Lakes. 
 

This workshop will explore several 
options to protect and enhance agricultural lands 
on an individual and community scale.  How 
can a farmer interested in keeping his land in         
agriculture but also needing a retirement        
income, find a solution that works for his family 
and perhaps the larger community?  While there 
are no easy answers, this workshop will explore 
this and many more issues related to agricultural 
land protection in the Finger Lakes. 
 
 

Who Should Attend? 
 Farmers 
 Municipal officials (planning, 

zoning, and town boards) 
 Ag and Farmland Boards 

 

PROGRAM BACKGROUND 

Farm Estate Succession Planning 
Carol S. Maue, Partner 
Edward C. Radin, Managing Partner 
Chamberlin D’Amanda 
 
Voluntary and PDR Conservation 
Easement Panel-Farmer Panel 
Don Green, Town of Bristol 
(several others invited) 

        
Agriculture and Open Space 
Municipal Planning and Protection 
Jason Engel, Farmland Protection 
Consultant, Cardinal Design 
Municipal officials from several 
Western NY communities 

 
Why you might be interested in 

attending this workshop… 
 

● Learn about specific estate 
options available to help keep a 
farm in the family, transfer from 
one generation to the next and 
ultimately protect agricultural 
lands. 

● Learn about conservation       
easements and how they work 
from a farmer’s perspective. 

● Learn about options used by 
municipalities to strengthen and 
protect agriculture and open 
space in Western New York. 

AGENDA 
 


